
 
 

 
 

 

 

4.c.1.  Graduation and Graduate Newsletter.  The following is a summary of the Class of 

2020 graduation celebration: 

 

As you know, Governor Cuomo shared that stadium-style graduations are able to occur with no 

more than 150 participants subject to outbreaks or significant changes.  We are excited about our 

ability to provide our seniors with an in-person graduation, and have adjusted the graduation as 

follows: 

 

 Individualized Option.  By appointment, seniors came into the auditorium to walk the 

stage wearing their caps and gowns on June 17-19.  Parents were welcome to come and 

take pictures.  Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES staff took graduation photographs and video 

footage for use in a graduation video.  All participants came to school with mask on, and 

removed the mask for the photograph.  Many of our families with family members with 

health conditions appreciated this option as a part of the experience. 

 

 Fireworks.  As a further celebration, we are hosting a fireworks display for our 2020 

Graduates on Saturday, June 27, 2020, at dark (approximately 9:30 p.m.) at the 

Middle/High School.  The fireworks will be held on District property with drive-in style 

viewing.  Individuals who are not in vehicles must observe CDC guidelines of social 

distancing and/or the wearing of masks when social distancing is not possible. 

 

 Stadium Graduation.  On Sunday, June 28, 2020, seniors and two members of their 

immediate families will arrive at the soccer stadium for a live graduation ceremony 

following CDC guidelines.  Seating locations will be identified to align with social 

distancing.  The graduation will be in the same format as our typical graduations, with 

students receiving their diplomas.  An outdoor screen will be used to display the senior 

PowerPoint slides as typically occurs.  This ceremony will be videotaped. 

 

 Virtual.  The video production, in its entirety, will be televised via WHAM/Fox on 

Thursday, July 2, at 7:00 p.m.  This will occur to provide extended family members 

with an opportunity to see the graduation ceremony. 

 

As in the past, we created a graduate edition of our print newsletter, saluting the 2020 graduates.  

This newsletter includes photographs of all of our graduates with their secondary activities, 

future plans, and scholarships/awards.  The newsletter will be mailed to all community members 

the first full week of July. 
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4.c.2.  Status of Reserve Funds.  The Financial Committee met on Monday, June 15, 2020, for a 

discussion of the District’s year-end status and recommendation with regard to the 2019-2020 

fund balance and reserve allocations.  Jessica is recommending the following based on 

assessment of our year-end financials and through discussion with our financial consultants:   

 

Amounts not to exceed: 

 $300,000 in Retirement Reserve Contribution; 

 $300,000 in Transportation/Equipment Reserve Fund; and 

 $200,000 in Capital Reserve. 

 

In addition, given the financial uncertainty related to potential reductions in state aid for 2020-

2021, the Committee recommends an authorization of an Unappropriated Fund Balance in an 

amount not to 6% of the 2020-2021 school year budget.  Statutory limitation for Unappropriated 

Fund Balance is established at 4%.  However, having access to additional Unappropriated Fund 

Balance could help offset future, potential reductions to state aid in 2020-2021. 

 

Jessica will respond to questions prior to the Board’s action on the preliminary status of reserve 

funds. 

 

4.c.3.  2020-2021 Budget Vote.  We thank the Wheatland-Chili community for support of our 

schools.  The following are the results of the Wheatland-Chili budget vote: 

 

Proposition 1 – 2020-2021 School Budget, $20,411,470 

Yes – 341; No – 133    PASSED 72% 

  

Proposition 2 - School Transportation Purchases, up to $210,000 

Yes – 376; No – 97    PASSED 79% 

 

Proposition 3 – School Equipment Purchases, up to $100,000 

Yes – 385; No – 88    PASSED 81% 

  

4.c.4.  Town of Wheatland Recreation Summer Camp.  The District has been approached by 

Wheatland Recreation about the possibility of holding the summer camp on the facilities of 

Wheatland-Chili.  Guidance from NYS Department of Health were shared last week for summer 

camps, and the requirements are such that the camp will not be able to operate at Johnson Park as 

in the past.   

 

After talking with legal counsel about this issue, the following occurred: 

 

Insurance.  I talked with our liability insurance carriers who reached out to underwriting.  From 

an insurance perspective, we would need a certificate of insurance with Wheatland-Chili CSD 

named as an additional insured on the Town of Wheatland Recreation insurance policy. 

 

Discussion with Dr. Mendoza.  Given that school districts are closed by Executive Orders with 

certain exclusions (i.e., extended school year for students with disabilities has recently been 

approved when academic summer school is prohibited), there is a question of whether an 

approved activity such as the summer camp can be held in a facility that is not permitted to be 

open.  Dr. Mendoza’s staff advised that Executive Order and guidance are regulated by the 
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 Empire State Development (ESD) office.  The Health Department does not regulate the order or 

develop and interpret the ESD guidance.  

 

I have contacted the Finger Lakes Regional Office for specific guidance on whether opening a 

closed school facility for the operation of a summer camp is in conformance with the current 

executive orders and guidance on school operations from ESD. 
 

Capital Project.  The other issue for consideration is Phase #3 of our capital project occurring 

now and over the summer.  I have worked this week with our construction managers to assess 

work at T. J. Connor and the Middle/High School to determine a safe location for classroom, 

cafeteria, and gymnasium use for a summer camp.  Ben Sugrue and Mike DiPerna from C&S 

Companies will participate in the Board meeting via video conference to discuss options. 

 

 


